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What does affordable 
housing mean to you?
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H o u s i n g  A s s i s t a n c e  C o u n c i l

Rural Voices
The necessity of 
affordable rural 
housing

Congressman Emanuel 

Cleaver, II    p. 4

The power 
of working 
together

Three families share 

their impressions of 

the self-help housing 

process   p. 17

rural families share their stories
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Making Almost 
Heaven a Reality in 
Rural West Virginia

Converting a log cabin to a modern home means this widow does not have to live in 
the cold

by John David, Director, Southern Appalachian Labor School (SALS)

Nancy Labus wears a heart-shaped pen-
dant in rememberance of her husband
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Some of Nancy’s most 
special moments were 
being around the crew 
who contributed so much 
love, sweat, and tears for 
her “Home Sweet Home” 
in Almost Heaven, West 
Virginia.

Nancy Labus (left) and Vickie Smith of SALS 
enjoy a peaceful moment together
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Southern Appalachian  
Labor School (SALS)


